CHAPTER LXXXVII

THE JESUIT GARASSE'S CENSURE OF HUARTE AND BARCLAY.

EXTRAORDINARY INVESTIGATION. THE TENDENCY OF NATURE
TO PRESERVE ITS OWN ARCHETYPAL FORMS. THAT OF ART TO
VARY THEM. PORTRAITS. MORAL AND PHYSICAL CADASTRE.
PARISH CHRONICLER AND PARISH CLERK THE DOCTOR
THOUGHT MIGHT BE WELL UNITED

Is't you, Sir, that know things ?
Sooth. In nature's infinite book of secresy
A little I can read.
SHAKESPEARE
The Jesuit Garasse censured his contemporaries Huarte and
Barclay for attempting, the one in his Examen de los Ingenios,
the other in his Icon Animorum, to class men according to
their intellectual characters: ces deux Autheurs, says he, se
sont rendus criminels contre I'esprit de Vhomme> en ce qu'ik ont
entrepris de ranger en cinq ou six cahiers, toutes les diversitez
des esprits qui peuvent estre parmy les hommes, comme qui
voudroit verser toute Veau de la mer dans une coquitte. For
his own part, he had learned, he said, etpar la lecture, et par
Vexperience, que les hommes sont plus dissemblables en esprit
qu'en visage.
Garasse was right; for there goes far more to the composi-
tion of an individual character, than of an individual face. It
has sometimes happened that the portrait of one person has
proved also to be a good likeness of another. Mr. Hazlitt
recognized his own features and expression in one of Michael
Angelo's devils* And in real life two faces, even though
there be no relationship between the parties, may be all but
indistinguishably alike, so that the one shall frequently be
accosted for the other; yet no parity of character can be in-
ferred from this resemblance. Poor Capt. Atkins, who was
lost in the Defence off the coast of Jutland in 1811, had a
double of this kind, that was the torment of his life; for this
double was a swindler, who having discovered the lucky
facsimileship, obtained goods, took up money, and at last
married a wife in his name. Once when the real Capt.
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